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DARK LANDSGCAPE

for solo English horn

for Julie Giacobassi



Performance instructions

N long pause
Vv medium pause
J short pause

¢)) optional catch-breath
NV non vibrato
CV  con vibrato
@/Q\.@ add and then withdraw the multiphonic gradually
- all staccato notes staccatissimo: very shoit
A very short marcato: mainly attack sound
Accidentals are valid for the note they precede and immediate repetitions.

Seven multiphonics are used in the score, numbered 1 through 7. They apply
only to the note to which they are attached. A catalog of them is given below.
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Although all the members of the oboe family have large numbers of
harmonics in their overtone structures, none has an acoustical profile so
individual that it immediately sets it off from other instruments as does the
English horn. The bassoon can masquerade as a French horn and the oboe be
confused with a muted trumpet, but there is no mistaking the English horn's
dark, pungent, yet wonderfully hollow sound.

Dark Landscape is a study in these sonorities through various
articulations and ranges, since each of these sampies the instrument's rich
palette in a different way. In some passages, the use of unorthodox fingerings
and changing lip pressure produce multiphonics, sounds which are a
component of the played note but not usually perceived as separate tones. The
result allows us 1o "look inside" (or, better--"listen inside") the note, as though
with a microscope, and the player seems to produce a “chord from a single
meiody instrument.

One of the exciting things which seems to be happening at this point in
history is that all of us--composers, performers, and listeners--are learning 1o
listen to instrumental sonority as a rich and complex vocabulary, and not simply
as "color".

-RF

Richard Felciano is a San Francisco composer who teaches at the
University of California, Berkeley. He has held numerous grants and awards
and has been cited for distinguished achievement by the American Academy of
Arts and Letters. :

Dark Landscape is dedicated to Julie Giacobassi.
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